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P R E P A R I N G  F O R  T H E  L I G H T
The Journey of Advent - an Online Retreat!
Sunday November 29th from 2:00-4:00pm
Join Fr. Juan, Deacon Pat, and guest speaker Fr. Nick Desimone 
from St. Mary’s in Uxbridge for this special program, designed to 
help us all prepare our hearts for the coming of our Lord.  Please 
register for this event on our website.  v

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On October 26, 1870 Fr. Louis Gagnier, together with the faithful catholic of Douglas celebrated the 
foundation of our parish, perhaps the very first parish in the new Diocese of Springfield. Much has 
happened since. The mission church that started in the Whitin Tavern Hall or “The Old Tavern” 
with a small number of parishioners has become a vibrant parish community of over 900 families. 

150 years later, we stand on the shoulders of so many faithful who, with love, faith and dedication, 
built not only two church buildings, but a community of missionary disciples. Today we honor them 
as we strive to continue with this mission of “making disciples.”

2020 has come with many different challenges, but amid all of them, our parish stands as a beacon 
of hope for our local community. During this time of pandemic, we’ve gathered our hearts to pray 
even more fervently for healing and unity in the world. Since the beginning of the pandemic we 
have prayed over 90 Holy Hours of Adoration, 180+ Masses, and hundreds of devotions. Social 
media has allowed us to remain together in a special way during this difficult time and although the 
doors of the building were closed for a little while, the gift of our faith remained strong as the work 
of the Church never stopped.

Our ancestors in the faith built the current St. Denis shortly after the end of World War II. They 
built an edifice to the Glory of God as the entire world took its first steps toward a new future. 
Today, we continue their work by giving glory to God and planting the seed of the Kingdom in a 
world which thirsts for a brighter future. 

Its been 150 years of discipleship. Let us join our hearts and souls in prayer for 150 more and beyond 
making disciples. 

Happy Anniversary. 

Love you all,  

Fr. Juan Escudero

v v v v v v v v v v v v v

Anniversary Mass
Bishop Robert J. McManus 

Presiding 
 

 
 

Sunday, October 25th 
10:15 Mass

Let us celebrate together and pray 
for 150 more years and beyond.

Please Pre-Register Online
See website for registration link

v v v v v v v v v v v v v

Cash Raffle
First Prize - $500

Second Prize - $250
Third Prize - $100

Drawing October 26th
All proceeds benefit St. Denis

Tickets inside - $2/each
Please purchase online or  

return stubs with payment 
by Sunday Oct. 25th

v v v v v v v v v v v v v

ANNIVERSARY

Making Disciples!
Fall 2020

TheHeads Up!
Congratulations to Ryan Stickney 
for earning the rank of Eagle Scout! 
Thanks for creating this beautiful 
prayer garden in our cemetery. 

v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v 

Christmas Masses 
Christmas Eve – 4:00 & 10:00 pm 
Christmas Day – 8:00 & 10:15 am

v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v v 



Parish Lenten Mission
Featuring Marty Rotella

Making Advent Wreaths

It’s been a year since our last newsletter... and what a year!

Children’s Liturgy of the Word and 
our annual Mass of Remembrance

1st Communion Celebrations

Corpus Christi Car Procession

RCIA - Confirmandi and newly Baptized

Pentecost Sunday -  
Our first in-person  
Mass during the  
pandemic

Advent and Christmas Masses, with 
a Nativity Scene in the Chapel

Annual Pasta Dinner - Jan. 25th
Worshipping together 

from home

Holy Thursday
Drive-Up Adoration

Easter Blessings



New Ministries
Would you like to join?Beyond Our Devotional Life...

Join the parish staff and parishioners as they share their talents and initiatives outside 
of the context of our prayer and devotional lives.

On the Road with Deacon Pat - Join Deacon Pat on Facebook Live as he takes us on a 
different journey of faith and exploration. 
Don’t miss Deacon with Deb Gannon, 
Dolores Colonero and Eleanor Brown in 
coming sessions. Dates will be announced 
on Facebook and in the bulletin.

Loaves & Fishes - Join Fr. Juan for a home-
cooked recipe that will feed your body and 
your soul. Upcoming sessions are Oct. 5th and Nov. 2nd at 5:30 pm on Facebook Live.

Rock and Roll with Nancy - Join Nancy for guitar lessons for beginners. Upcoming 
session is Oct. 9th at 6:30 pm on Zoom.

Stay tuned for more new and exciting sessions coming soon!

For when you can’t join us in person...  We’re working to grow our 
online presence
We’re still live-streaming Mass every Saturday at 4:00 
pm and Holy Hour of Adoration on Wednesdays 
at 7:00pm (both on Facebook Live), and Adult Faith 
Formation is every Tuesday at 6:30 pm on Zoom.  
Like and follow our Facebook page!

When you shop at Amazon, 
you can have a portion of 
your qualified purchases 
donated to St. Denis.
St. Denis is now part of Amazon 
Smile! Support St. Denis with 
your qualifying purchases:

https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/04-2106725

Once you’ve set 
your account with 
St. Denis Church 

(Douglas) as your charity, be 
sure to bookmark the link – the 
donations only come in if you 
use the “Smile.Amazon.com” 
shopping portal.

Safe Re-Open Team
Working to keep everyone safe 
during Mass

Cemetery Committee
Helping to maintain our sacred 
space for generations

Thank You, 
Frank!
Special thanks to 
Frank Yacino who 
retired this year 
from the Parish 

Council. Throughout his entire life Frank 
has served the parish by sharing with all 
of us the gifts of his faith and his many 
talents. Frank continues to serve as a 
member of the Buildings & Grounds 
Committee, sacristan, lector, server 
and eucharistic minister. We haven’t 
enough words to thank Frank for his 
commitment, dedication and love to our 
community. God bless you, Frank!

Happy 
Birthday!
Congratulations 
to Nancy Colonero 
who turned 103 on 
September 23rd. 

Nancy, our whole parish rejoices with 
you and your family on such a special 
occasion. Your wisdom, joy and prayers 
are truly a gift for our community. “The 
Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord 
make his face to shine upon you, and 
be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his 
countenance upon you, and give you 
peace.” (Num 6: 24-26) Happy Birthday!

RCIA Candidates
If you or someone you know is interested 
in becoming Catholic, or if you are a 
Catholic but have not been confirmed or 
received the Eucharist, RCIA is for you. 
For more information, please contact 
Deacon Patrick.

Nov. 28 through Dec. 6, 2020
Due to our current situation, our annual 
Holiday Fair will be a bit different as the 
Catholic Women’s Council coordinates 
efforts to conduct the Fair as a hybrid 
online and in-person event. Stay tuned 
for more information coming soon!
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We welcomed 
seminarian 
Jonathan Amidon 
to our parish 
this summer. Jon 
spent 10 weeks 
with us before 
heading back to 
the seminary in 
Emmitsburg, MD. 
Please keep him in 
your prayers. v

Fall 2020 Stay in touch!
Join Flocknote...
 Receive emails and/or text  
 messages with timely info, 
and  join the Weekly Bulletin 
group to receive them early! Use the QR 
code, text StDenis to #84576, or visit  
 

Visit our Website...
 Learn more about upcoming  
 events, get involved with  
 ministries, and learn more 
about our faith. Use the QR code, or visit  
SaintDenisChurch.com

Online Giving...
 Make one time or recurring  
 payments, donate to the food  
 pantry and support other 
ministries and fundraisers. Make your 
regular Offertory donation, especially 
if you will be away! Use the QR code, or 
visit SaintDenisChurch.com/offertory-
regular

Follow Us...
Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Instagram
St. Denis Church

stdenischurchdouglas

Flocknote.com/StDenisDouglas
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Heads Up!The

Inside this Issue...

New Online Giving Portal is Now Live!
You may have noticed a change recently to our 
Online Giving forms. We’ve integrated online 
payments with our new database, ParishSOFT. 

Use the QR code to the left to visit our Online Giving home 
page, where you will find buttons for all of the different 
funds that need your support. Just like before, you can 
securely pay with a credit card or electronic check (ACH 
transaction), with a one-time payment or you can set up 
recurring payments. But now, there’s the added feature of 
creating an account, so that you don’t have to repeatedly 
enter your info each time you log in to donate. You can 
also review your payment history and make changes to 
recurring payments.  v
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